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 Donning a black Stetson 
cowboy hat presented to him 
by the Undergraduate Business 
Council and holding up a Hook 
‘Em Horns sign, BP executive 
Ellis Armstrong concluded his 
discussion chronicling his jour-
ney up the corporate ladder as 
part of the McCombs VIP Dis-
tinguished Speaker Series. 
Armstrong, Chief Financial 
O  cer of Exploration and Pro-
duction at BP, participated in a 
discussion Wednesday evening 
with David Platt, associate dean 
for undergraduate programs at 
the McCombs School of Busi-
ness, followed by a Q-and-A 
session where he o ered advice 
on everything from family life 
to natural gas price specula-
tion.  e Undergraduate Busi-
ness Council organized the 
event as part of the McCombs 
VIP Distinguished Speaker Se-
ries.  e event was free to all 
UT students.
As he recounted his profes-
sional successes and mistakes, 
Armstrong drew on his person-
al experiences to o er advice to 
college students.
“ e thing I would have told 
myself in college is don’t get too 
stressed about making the right 
choice because some people 
know all their life they want to 
do a certain thing,” Armstrong 
said. “At least in my life, I didn’t 
know, so the thing I would have 
told myself is give yourself the 
most options and pick one that 
you are going to like doing.” 
BP, a name that has become 
inextricably and infamously 
linked with the Deepwater Ho-
rizon explosion that resulted in 
nearly  ve millions barrels of oil 
leaking into the Gulf of Mexico, 
has worked to correct the dam-
age since the spill in April 2010, 
Armstrong said.
“Obviously the events of 
2010 in the Gulf of Mexico were 
a tragic accident and every-
body wishes it did not happen. 
But the thing that is interesting 
though, is that the response to 
that accident did actually, in a 
deep way, reveal the values of 
the company,” Armstrong said.
Finance and computer sci-
ence student, Jay Shah, who 
serves as chair of the VIP Dis-
tinguished Speaker Series, 
said BP’s global standing and 
prominence on the UT campus 
motivated the Undergradu-
ate Business Council to invite 
Armstrong to speak.
 With seven students serv-
ing as delegates and a recent 
graduate speaking  ursday, 
the University has a strong in-
 uence on the Democratic Na-
tional Convention in Charlotte, 
N.C., despite Texas’ conservative 
political atmosphere.
University Democrats presi-
dent Leslie Tisdale and the other 
UT delegates joined the ranks of 
the 287 Texas delegates who will, 
with delegates from the rest of 
the country, o  cially nominate 
President Barack Obama as the 
Democratic Party’s candidate 
for president.  e delegates will 
also vote on the party’s platform 
and attend council meetings.
“ is is an incredible school 
representation,” Tisdale said. 
“We’ve met a lot of cool, 
 As the Belo Center for 
New Media works to gear 
students up for the new 
digital age of journalism, 
some faculty and students 
are concerned it is leaving 
the print age behind.
Citing environmental 
concerns, College of Com-
munication administrators 
have stopped  e Daily 
Texan from placing a news 
box in front of the $54.8 
million Belo Center for 
New Media. Janice Daman, 
assistant dean of the College 
of Communication, told the 
School of Journalism last 
week that no news boxes are 
allowed in the Belo plaza 
or on the sidewalk. Since 
opening in August, the Uni-
versity’s newest building 
has housed the School of 
Journalism and the depart-
ments of advertising and 
public relations.
Mark Morrison, adjunct 
lecturer in the School of 
Journalism and a Texas Stu-
dent Media board member, 
said he was disappointed 
and wants a Texan news box 
in front of the center.
“I think it is outrageous,” 
Morrison said. “We should 
make it as easy as pos-
sible for our students and 
faculty to get access to the 
Texan.  e Belo Center is, 
a er all, the home of the 
journalism school.”
 e issue arose when 
Glenn Frankel, director of 
the school of journalism, 
asked journalism professor 
Wanda Cash to look into 
why there were no Texan 
 UT colleges and departments 
have awarded pay increases to 
faculty and sta  with the help of 
advanced budget planning, de-
spite the failure of two of the Uni-
versity’s major funding sources, 
to keep pace with the costs of 
educating students. 
Each college or department 
implemented merit increases for 
faculty and sta  equal to 2 per-
cent of salaries. Not all increases 
are permanent, with some faculty 
and sta  only receiving one-time 
salary increases.  e merit in-
creases became e ective Sept. 1. 
Since 2008, the state has cut 
funds to higher education, and 
last spring, the UT System Board 
of Regents denied a tuition in-
crease for UT-Austin in-state 
undergraduates.  e Univer-
sity was still able to fund merit 
increases for faculty and sta 
because its  ve-year budgeting 
process allowed it to collect a re-
serve of funds for strategic uni-
versity needs, UT vice president 
and chief  nancial o  cer Kevin 
Hegarty said.
“While we are in uncertain 
times this year, the central ad-
ministration determined that the 
most pressing of strategic needs 
is to take actions that we believe 
will help retain our most precious 
resource — our faculty and sta ,” 
he said.
Colleges and departments 
could have used the budget re-
serves di erently if they had 
identi ed a more pressing need 
than merit increases, but most 
colleges allocated self-generated 
reserves to faculty and sta  raises, 
Hegarty said.
 e University implemented 
merit increases last year, allocated 
one-time bonuses in 2010 and 
froze salaries in 2009.  e Uni-
versity last established permanent 
pay increases in 2008.
Leslie Vaaler, chair of the Fac-
ulty Council’s Faculty Welfare 
Committee and senior mathe-
matics lecturer, said funding cuts 
have pushed faculty to contribute 
more time to the University.
“While University faculty 
members may be generous with 
their time, they naturally want to 
be fairly compensated and appre-
ciated,” she said.
Dean of Students Soncia 
Reagins-Lilly said the University 
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Why drinking is 
not the answer to 
your problems




An improved kicking 
game would greatly 
help the Longhorns .
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New research offers 





offers release from 
routine and greater 
opportunity.
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High turnout for fair
By Alexa Ura
Chelsea Purgahn | Daily Texan Staff 
Juniors Juliette Seive and Larisa Manescu learn about Planet Longhorn from organization members at Party on the Plaza 
Wednesday morning. Party on the Plaza, hosted by RecSports, is the largest student organization fair and also functions as one of 






By Mary Ellen Knewtson
NATIONCAMPUS
Distinguished Speaker Series 
features BP CFO Armstrong
By David Loewenberg
BP continues on page 2
By Bobby Blanchard
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BELO continues on page 2
Faculty and sta  get merit-based raise
Marc Morales | Daily Texan Staff
DNC continues on page 2
RAISE continues on page 2
 — Salima Rockwell
Assc. head volleyball coach
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“You wouldn’t 
notice that she’s 
a freshman. 
[Brooks] just 
comes in here and 






An estimated 2.5 
billion people 
around the 
globe tuned in 
to television 
broadcasts of the 
funeral of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, 
who died at the age 
of 36 in a car crash 




Leading American studies 
professor George Lipsitz 
will give a talk entitled 
“Why Asian American 
Studies Matter Now” at 
3:30 p.m. in the Avaya 
Auditorium (ACE 2.302).
“Bad Idea”
FAB Gallery presents a 
group show by Alumni A12 
in its fi rst art show of the 
season; free snacks and 
drinks will be provided 
from 6-9 p.m. on the 
lower level of the Doty 
Fine Arts Building.
College Republicans
The campus political group 
will have its fi rst meeting 
of the semester tonight at 
6:30 p.m. in the McCombs 
School of Business (CBA 
4.332); free pizza will be 
provided.
PARTY continues on page 5
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*College of Communications, Place 2 (unexpired term: 03/12-05/14)
This board oversees the largest student media program in the United States.
Your job as a board member?
• Adopt annual budget • Review monthly income and expenses • Select KVRX sta-
tion manager, TSTV station manager, Texas Travesty and Cactus yearbook editors, 
The Daily Texan managing editor • Certify candidates seeking election to TSM board 
and for The Daily Texan editor
• Review major purchase requests •
Time commitment? About five hours per month (one meeting, 
reading before meeting, committee work).  
Pick up an application at the Hearst Student Media building (HSM), 
25th and Whitis Ave, Room 3.304, or print a application from our 
website: http://www.utexas.edu/tsm/board/ 
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Summer Session 40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer) 150.00
To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 471-5083. Send orders and address changes to Texas Student 
Media', P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904, or to TSM Building C3.200, or call 471-5083.





Interim Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jalah Goette
Business Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lori Hamilton
Business Assistant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Ramirez
Advertising Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CJ Salgado
Broadcast & Events Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carter Goss
Campus & National Sales Associate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Bowerman
Student Advertising Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Morgan Haenchen
Student Assistant Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ted Moreland
Student Acct. Execs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew Chang, Zach Congdon, Draike Delagarza, Jake Dworkis, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ivan Meza, Trevor Nelson, Diego Palmas, Paola Reyes, Ted Sniderman,  
Student Office Assistant/Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nick Cremona
Senior Graphic Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Felimon Hernandez
Junior Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jacqui Bontke, Sara Gonzales, Bailey Sullivan
Special Editions/Production Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Abby Johnston 
Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Daniel Hublein
This newspaper was printed with pride 
by The Daily Texan and Texas 
Student Media.
The Daily Texan (USPS 146-440), a student newspaper at The University of Texas at Austin, is published by Texas Student 
Media, 2500 Whitis Ave., Austin, TX 78705. The Daily Texan is published daily, Monday through Friday, during the regular 
academic year and is published once weekly during the summer semester. The Daily Texan does not publish during aca-
demic breaks, most Federal Holidays and exam periods. Periodical Postage Paid at Austin, TX 78710. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to: The Daily Texan, P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713. News contributions will be accepted by tele-
phone (471-4591), or at the editorial office (Texas Student Media Building 2.122). For local and national display advertising, 
call 471-1865. classified display advertising, call 471-1865. For classified word advertising, call 471-5244. 
Entire contents copyright 2012 Texas Student Media.
Permanent Staff
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susannah Jacob
Associate Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drew Finke, Kayla Oliver
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Aleksander Chan
Associate Managing Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trey Scott 
Digital Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hayley Fick
News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Stottlemyre
Associate News Editors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Samantha Katsounas, Jody Serrano
Senior Reporters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bobby Blanchard, Mary Ellen Knewsten, David Maly, Alexa Ura
Enterprise Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Audrey White
Enterprise Reporters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrew Messamore, Megan Strickland
Copy Desk Chief  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kristine Reyna
Associate Copy Desk Chiefs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Riley Brands, Amyna Dosani,Sherry Hu, Luis San Miguel
Design Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole Collins 
Senior Designers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pu Ying Huang, Omar Longoria, Natasha Smith
Special Projects Designer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natasha Smith
Photo Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lawrence Peart
Associate Photo Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elisabeth Dillon, Andrew Torrey
Senior Photographers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nathan Goldsmith, Pu Ying Huang, Zachary Strain, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fanny Trang, Marisa Vasquez
Multimedia Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jorge Corona
Associate Multimedia Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrea Macias
Senior Videographers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shila Farahani, Oluwademilade Adejuyigbe, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lawrence Peart, Brett Seidler
Life&Arts Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kelsey McKinney
Associate Life&Arts Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jorge Corona, Sarah-Grace Sweeney
Senior Life&Arts Writer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alex Williams 
Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christian Corona
Senior Sports Writers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Giudice, Chris Hummer, Sara Beth Purdy, Rachel Thompson
Comics Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ao Meng
Associate Comics Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Riki Tsuji
Web Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ghayde Ghraowi
Associate Web Editor, Social Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Sanchez
Associate Web Editor, Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paxton Thomes
Editorial Adviser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Doug Warren
   Date of Publication        Space Deadline     Camera-ready Art Due 11 a.m.
  Monday                  Tuesday                        Friday 
THE DAILY TEXAN




































Nasty, now the ant is on -my- screen.
COPYRIGHT
Copyright 2012 Texas 
Student Media. All articles, 
photographs and graphics, 
both in the print and online 
editions, are the property 
of Texas Student Media 
and may not be reproduced 
or republished in part or 
in whole without written 
permission.
The Texan strives to present all 
information fairly, accurately and 
completely. If we have made an error, 
let us know about it. Call (512) 232-2217 
or e-mail 
managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.
News2 Thursday, September 6, 2012
 Two learning management 
systems are  ghting head-to-
head to secure a claim to the 
40 Acres, a match that could 
possibly knock market leader 
Blackboard o  campus.
Under the instruction of 44 
faculty members, 3,000 UT 
students are currently testing 
Blackboard and Canvas, learn-
ing management tools that ad-
minister content, store grades 
and access student knowledge. 
 e UT System Board of Re-
gents has allocated $3.9 million 
for the pilot project and will 
make a decision on whether 
to switch all of UT to Canvas 
in 2016 based on student and 
faculty feedback. No decision 
has been made, but UT o  cials 
said they expect Canvas to be 
received well.
UT has used Blackboard 
since 2000 and recently up-
graded to a new version of the 
system. It pays about $400,000 
a semester to use Blackboard 
and house Blackboard’s serv-
ers on campus.  roughout the 
pilot, UT will continue to use 
Blackboard.
Because the pilot only af-
fects speci c courses, students 
involved in the pilot will most 
likely use both systems.
Gretchen Ritter, vice provost 
for undergraduate education, 
said searching for next-genera-
tion tools plays into UT’s plan 
to increase four-year gradu-
ation rates, which currently 
stand at 51 percent.
“It is not telling people, ‘you 
have this number of this se-
mesters to graduate and you’re 
out.’ It is ensuring [students] 
have the tools they need,” Rit-
ter said. “What a lot of people 
do not appreciate is that by us-
ing these online tools you can 
increase what happens in a 
face-to-face environment.”
 e learning management 
tool evaluation originated in 
2010, a er a UT survey re-
vealed many of Blackboard’s 
features were not being used. 
Information Technology Ser-
vices also found that students 
and faculty thought Blackboard 
was clunky and slow.  e re-
sults propelled ITS and the UT 
Center for Teaching and Learn-
ing, a campus-wide institution 
focused on innovating educa-
tion, to evaluate Blackboard the 
following year and search for 
alternatives.
Ritter said contrary to Black-
board, Canvas is a more intuitive 
learning management system. 
One of the main di erences 
between the two is Canvas’s 
ability to integrate social media 
and learning management. For 
example, students using Canvas 
can opt to receive noti cations 
on Facebook whenever their 
professor posts a certain grade. 
Canvas also boasts a calendar 
that syncs with Google Cal-
endar as well as Google Docs, 
a popular collaboration tool. 
UT is currently trying to  gure 
out how to securely use Google 
Docs through Canvas and limit 
the service to only those with a 
UT Mail account.
All nine UT System univer-
sities currently use Blackboard, 
and the company has about 100 
colleges and universities using 
the system in Texas, a Black-
board o  cial said. UT Chief 
Information O  cer Brad En-
glert said a UT-Austin decision 
to switch to Canvas will not 
a ect all UT System schools, 
although schools will likely be 
interested in what UT is doing.
Blackboard representa-
tive Anne Jenkins said UT is 
a strong and valued partner 
and the company is focused 
on building on their relation-
ship. Jenkins said the company 
will deliver more Blackboard 
updates during the year that 
aim to help students collabo-
rate. She said the company 
also plans to make Blackboard 
compatible with Facebook and 
Twitter, something Canvas al-
ready does.
Mario Guerra, an instruc-
tional technology specialist at 
the Center for Teaching and 
Learning, said UT is currently 
in the process of developing 
a support structure for Can-
vas. UT handles a majority of 
Blackboard’s troubleshooting 
since its servers are housed on 
campus. Canvas uses o -site 
UNIVERSITY
By Jody Serrano
Lynne Sladky | Associated Press
Former Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland speaks to delegates at the 
Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, N.C., on Tuesday.
prominent people in the 
Democratic Party.”
She said as a delegate she 
gets to hear high-pro le 
party speakers including the 
president,  rst lady and for-
mer president Bill Clinton. 
Tisdale said speakers greet 
delegates on the  oor a er 
their speeches. 
“We are on the  oor, so we 
have the most restricted ac-
cess,” she said. “We get to meet 
pretty much everyone. So that 
is a nice perk.”
 e Democratic Party does 
not cover delegates’ travel ex-
penses, so Tisdale said Univer-
sity Democrats raised $8,000 
to cover all costs for the nine 
UT students attending the 
convention. Two additional 
UT students joined the seven 
delegates as special guests and 
were given  oor access but no 
vote, she said.
At the Republican National 
Convention last week, no UT-
Austin students served as del-
egates, Chris Elam, delegation 
coordinator for the Republi-
can Party of Texas said. One 
UT System student, Isabel 
Gonzalez from the University 
of Texas at El Paso, served as a 
delegate, he said.
Sherri Greenberg, director 
for the UT Center for Politics 
and Governance, said the na-
tional conventions have long 
histories in both parties.  e 
 rst Democratic National 
Convention occurred in 1832 
and the  rst Republican Na-
tional Convention in 1856. She 
said they are intended to bring 
a proportional representation 
of the demographics of each 
party. Each state is di erent, 
but in Texas she said potential 
delegates pledge themselves 
to the candidate they will 
nominate, then caucus at the 
county level to elect delegates 
to the state convention and on 
to the national convention. All 
registered voters have an op-
portunity to attend the caucus, 
as long as they register with 
the party, Greenberg said.
“ is time it is pretty simple 
because Obama is running 
unopposed,” Greenberg said. 
“But it is not just ceremonial.”
Aside from nominating a 
candidate for president, del-
egates can ful ll other roles, 
she said.  ey also meet to set 
policy, elect o  cers or attend 
to state-level business.
Tisdale said UT is surpris-
ingly active in the political 
arena, which she thinks is 
good because politics dictates 
how young people will par-
ticipate in their community 
in the future. 
“It’s our future,” Tisdale said. 
“ e economy in 10 years, in 
20 years — that’s for us.”
DNC continues from page 1
boxes in front of the Belo 
Center for New Media. Da-
man informed Cash of the 
college’s policy regarding 
news boxes in an e-mail.
Daman said the build-
ing is environmentally 
friendly, and the presence 
of news boxes raises con-
cerns that litter, clutter and 
debris could gather around 
the building.
 e Belo Center for New 
Media is striving to achieve 
the “silver certi cation” 
from U.S. Green Building 
Council’s Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental 
Design. Signage, banners, 
plaques and other forms of 
paper have also been banned 
from being posted outside 
the building.
“It’s not a news box is-
sue, per se,” Daman said 
in an e-mail to  e Daily 
Texan. “ at is important 
to understand.”
In her e-mail to Cash, 
Daman said the project 
team rejected a number of 
requests for material to be 
posted in front of the build-
ing in order to maintain “the 
look of the plaza.”
“You’ll notice that even 
the trash cans’ color was 
speci cally chosen by the ar-
chitect,” Daman said in her 
e-mail to Cash.
Daman also said there 
are Texan boxes nearby, one 
across Whitis Street at the 
Kinsolving Residence Hall 
and another across Dean 
Keaton Street. 
Morrison said faculty and 
students at the Belo Center 
for New Media should not 
have to cross the street to 
pick up a copy of the Texan.
Frankel, director of the 
school of journalism, said 
he thinks it is a mistake 
not to put news boxes in 
front of the Belo Center for 
New Media.
“ is is the School of 
Journalism and the College 
of Communication, and 
newspapers remain one of 
the fundamental platforms 
and vehicles of journalism,” 
Frankel said. “I would like 
our students to be exposed 
to journalism and all of its 
manifestations here — and 
that includes newspapers.”
A former editor-in-chief 
of the Texan from 1969 to 
1970, Morrison said he did 
not face similar issues dur-
ing his time as editor, but 
problems with placing news 
boxes outside of buildings 
have become more common 
recently. Last semester, the 
College of Communication 
did not let  e Daily Texan 
place news boxes in front 
of the CMA building in the 
Walter Cronkite Plaza.
“I mean, to think that 
the Walter Cronkite Plaza 
does not have a Daily Texan 
newsstand, Walter would 
be rolling over in his grave,” 
Morrison said.
Cronkite, an icon in 
the industry of broadcast 
journalism, got his start at 
the Texan.
Susannah Jacob, editor-
in-chief of the Texan, said 
she was disappointed there 
are no newsstands in front 
of the Belo Center.
“We make every e ort 
with every issue to stop 
any confusion between  e 
Daily Texan and trash,” 
Jacob said.
 e Daily Texan, UT’s of-
 cial student newspaper, has 
roughly 75 news boxes on 
campus and 100 o  campus. 
 e Texan also has about 
175 o -campus distribution 
locations where business 
owners receive bundles of 
the Texan and then o er free 
copies to their customers.
 e UT System’s policy on 
solicitation allow the indi-
vidual universities to decide 
where news racks or news 
boxes can be located. While 
UT-Austin does not have 
a speci c policy or rule, a 
spokesperson for Facilities 
Services said UT does not 
allow the location of boxes 
and stands to interfere with 
foot and vehicle tra  c or 
building access.
BELO continues from page 1
depends on merit increases 
to retain high-quality sta 
and deliver quality services 
to students.
“You will not  nd a depart-
ment or college unit that has 
not talked about increases for 
salary,” she said. 
Most colleges gave recur-
ring merit increases to faculty, 
but the College of Liberal Arts 
only implemented one-time 
increases for faculty, while the 
College of Communication 
adopted a mix of recurring 
and one-time increases.
As for the sta ’s merit 
increases, the College of 
Communication, the Cock-
rell School of Engineering, 
the College of Liberal Arts 
and the UT-Austin Gradu-
ate School limited raises to 
one-time occasions.
 e School of Undergradu-
ate Studies approved a mix of 
recurring and one-time in-
creases for sta , while the Col-
lege of Education implement-
ed one-time merit increases 
for critical sta .
Faculty Advisory Commit-
tee on Budgets chair Hillary 
Hart said the committee told 
UT President William Pow-
ers, Jr. it did not desire to raise 
faculty salaries on the back of 
sta  cuts.
“Faculty understood how 
critical the sta  are to our 
and the University’s success,” 
she said.
Sta  Council chair Erika 
Frahm said Powers discussed 
recurring and one-time in-
creases with Sta  Council ex-
ecutive o  cers.  e council 
recommended both types of 
increases in order to maximize 
the budgetary abilities of each 
department facing di erent 
levels of funding and budget-
ary hardship, she said.
“As the external job market 
improves, we are seeing high-




merit-based pay increases 
for University employees as 
part of the University’s bud-
get, which was approved 
by the regents during their 
August meeting.
“In this time of austerity, we 
are focusing on what matters 
most — student success and 
remaining competitive for tal-
ented faculty and sta ,” Pow-
ers wrote in an Aug. 23 e-mail 
to the University. “Our peer 
universities continue to try to 
raid talent at UT.  ese pay 
increases are small but stra-
tegic adjustments to protect 
that talent.”
RAISE continues from page 1




Blackboard faces new competition
“BP is a company that has a 
strong presence at UT, both in 
the business school and outside,” 
Shah said. “We know how many 
students are recruited by BP 
and we know how big of a role 
they play in energy throughout 
the world.” 
Business freshman, Liam 
Woolley-MacMath, said being 
able to see and hear from Arm-
strong and the other speakers 
the series brings to campus is 
extremely bene cial to under-
graduate students.
“ at’s basically all of our 
dream jobs,” Wooley-Mac-
Math said. “Just to see some-
body in that position is kind 
of inspiring.”
BP
continues from page 1
CANVAS continues on page 5
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CANGREJAL, Costa Rica 
(AP) — A powerful magni-
tude-7.6 earthquake shook 
Costa Rica and neighbor-
ing countries Wednesday, 
sending panicked people 
into the streets and briefly 
triggering a tsunami alert, 
but causing little damage. 
Authorities reported one 
confirmed death.
“When we felt the earth-
quake, we held onto each 
other because we kept fall-
ing,” said Rosa Pichardo, 
45, who was walking on the 
beach in the town of Sa-
mara with her family when 
the quake hit.
“I’ve never felt anything 
like this. We just couldn’t 
stay standing. My feet gave 
out under me. It was ter-
rible, terrible,” she said.
Officials said the quake 
collapsed some houses 
and at least one bridge 
and caused landslides that 
blocked highways. Costa 
Rica President Laura Chin-
chilla said there were no re-
ports of major damage and 
called for calm.
Residents described be-
ing shocked by the force of 
the quake, which was felt as 
far away as Panama and Ni-
caragua and was the biggest 
since a 7.6-magnitude quake 
in 1991 left 47 people dead.
Michelle Landwer, owner 
of the Belvedere Hotel in 
Samara, north of the epi-
center, said she was hav-
ing breakfast with about 10 
people when the quake hit.
“The whole building was 
moving, I couldn’t even 
walk,” Landwer said. “Ev-
erything was falling, like 
glasses and everything.” 
Still, she added, “Here in 
my building there was no 
real damage.”
The quake was some-
what deep — 25 miles (41 
kilometers) below the sur-
face. Quakes that occur 
deeper underground tend 
to be less damaging, but 
more widely felt.
“If it was a shallower 
event, it would be a sig-
nificantly higher hazard,” 
said seismologist Dan-
iel McNamara of the U.S. 
Geological Survey.
The U.S. Geological Sur-
vey said the quake was cen-
tered about 38 miles (60 
kilometers) from the town 
of Liberia and 87 miles (140 
kilometers) west of the capi-
tal, San Jose. The magnitude 
initially was estimated at 
7.9, but was quickly down-
graded to 7.6.
The quake was followed 
by two strong aftershocks of 
magnitudes 4.5 and 4.4.
Officials initially warned 
of a possible tsunami, and 
Samara local police supervi-
sor Jose Angel Gomez said 
about 5,000 people — 80 
percent of the town’s popu-
lation — had been evacu-
ated from coastal towns in 
and near the quake’s epicen-
ter. By midday they were al-
lowed to return.
In San Juan, fright-
ened residents ran into 
the streets, and cell phone 
and Internet service failed 
across the city. Some neigh-
borhoods lost electricity.
At the hospitals of Nicoya 
and Liberia, in Guanacaste, 
hundreds of people packed 
emergency rooms asking 
to be treated for shock and 
minor injuries.
One death was con-
firmed, a man who died 
of a heart attack caused by 
fright, said Carlos Miranda, 
a Red Cross worker in the 
city of Liberia.
In the last four decades, 
the region has been rocked 
by 30 earthquakes of mag-
nitude-6 and larger. Two 
exceeded magnitude-7 — in 
1978 and 1990 — but did 
not cause any deaths.
The last deadly quake 
to strike Costa Rica was in 
2009, when 40 people died 
in a magnitude-6.1 temblor.
Luis San Miguel, Wire Editor 
World & Nation
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Arizona immigration 
law okayed by judge
PHOENIX — A federal 
judge has ruled that Arizona 
authorities can enforce the 
most contentious section of the 
state’s immigration law, which 
critics have dubbed the “show 
me your papers” provision.
The ruling Wednesday by 
U.S. District Judge Susan Bol-
ton clears the way for police 
to carry out the 2010 law’s re-
quirement that officers, while 
enforcing other laws, ques-
tion the immigration status of 
those they suspect are in the 
country illegally.
The requirement has been 
at the center of a two-year 
legal battle that culminated 
in a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in June upholding 
the requirement.
Opponents then asked Bol-
ton to block the requirement 
and argued it would lead to ra-
cial profiling of Latinos.
The law is expected to go 
into effect shortly.
Romney tax records 
reportedly thieved 
FRANKLIN, Tenn.  — The 
Secret Service said Wednesday 
it is investigating the reported 
theft of copies of Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney’s federal tax records 
during a break-in at an ac-
counting office in Franklin. 
Someone claiming responsibil-
ity demanded $1 million not to 
make them public.
An anonymous letter sent to 
Romney’s accounting firm and 
political offices in Tennessee 
and published online sought 
$1 million in hard-to-trace 
Internet currency to prevent 
the disclosure of his tax filings, 
which have emerged as a key 
focus during the 2012 presi-
dential race. Romney released 
his 2010 tax returns and a 2011 
estimate in January, but he has 
refused to disclose his returns 
from earlier years.
Romney’s accounting firm, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, said 
there was no evidence that any 
Romney tax files were stolen.
Texas court-martial 
case postponed
SAN ANTONIO — A 
court-martial due to start 
in the case against a Texas 
Air Force basic training 
instructor accused in a sex 
scandal at a San Antonio air 
base was delayed without 
explanation Wednesday.
The trial of Master Sgt. 
Jamey Crawford had been 
scheduled to begin Wednes-
day afternoon at Lackland 
Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio. However, the San Anto-
nio Express-News reports the 
courtroom remained empty 
of attorneys as the scheduled 
start time passed.
Finally Lt. Col. Mark 
Hoover, a lawyer with the 
Air Force training com-
mand, confirmed the post-
ponement. He offered no 
explanation, other than “to 
preserve the integrity of 
the process.”
Crawford’s accused of 
wrongfully conducting a 
sexual relationship with 
a basic trainee, wrong-
fully serving alcohol to the 
trainee, adultery and mak-
ing a false statement.
Issac uncovers oil 
left from BP spill 
NEW ORLEANS  — 
Waves from Hurricane Isaac 
uncovered oil previously 
buried along Gulf Coast 
beaches, exposing crude oil 
that wasn’t cleaned up after 
the BP spill in 2010.
Since Isaac made landfall 
more than a week ago, the 
water the storm has receded, 
tar balls and oil have been re-
ported on shores in Alabama 
and Louisiana.




Thomas Dooley |  Associated Press
A wall at the University of Costa Rica’s school of electrical engineering is damaged after an earthquake in San Jose, Costa Rica.  
A powerful, magnitude-7.6 earthquake shook Costa Rica and a wide swath of Central America Wednesday.
By Danica Coto
Associated Press
Costa Rica earthquake causes minor terror
MONTREAL (AP) — 
Police interrogated a man 
accused of opening fire at 
a midnight victory rally 
for Quebec’s new separat-
ist premier, but they said 
the suspect’s rambling 
statements in French and 
English offered no imme-
diate motive for the shoot-
ing that killed one man 
and wounded another.
A police official Wednes-
day identified the suspect 
as Richard Henry Bain, 
62, from La Conception, 
Quebec. The police official 
spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of ano-
nymity because the suspect 
had not been charged.
Police said Bain will 
likely appear in court 
Thursday morning. Mean-
while, people who know 
Bain, the owner of a hunt-
ing and fishing resort, 
recalled his complaints 
about bureaucracy but 
could think of no political 
grievances he held.
Quebec provincial po-
lice said the masked gun-
man wearing a bathrobe 
opened fire just outside the 
building where Pauline Ma-
rois of the separatist Parti 
Quebecois was giving her 
victory speech.
The gunman was heard 
shouting “The English are 
waking up!” in French as 
police dragged him away.
Marois was whisked off 
the stage by guards and was 
not injured. She later called 
the shooting an isolated 
event and said it was prob-
ably a case of a person who 
has “serious health issues.”
“I am deeply affected by 
this, but I have to go forward 
and assume my responsibili-
ties,” Quebec’s first female 
premier said Wednesday, 
calling Quebec a non-vio-
lent society. “An act of folly 
cannot rid us of this reality.”
The attack shocked Ca-
nadians who are not used 
to such violence at political 
events and have long wor-
ried that gun violence more 
often seen in the U.S. could 
become more common in 
their country.
Police said a 48-year-old 
man was pronounced dead 
at the scene and a 27-year-
old man was wounded but 
would survive. A third man 
was treated for shock. Po-
lice didn’t identify the vic-
tims, but they worked at 
production company Pro-
ductions du Grand Bambou 
Inc, a person answering the 
phone at the Montreal com-
pany confirmed.
Marois’ victory rally 
marred by shooting
Sean Kilpatrick | The Canadian Press/Associated Press
A police officer looks towards a black vehicle that has had its 
contents removed at a crime scene outside the Metropolis in 
Montreal Wednesday.
By Phil Couvrette
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Editor’s note: UT law professor Stefanie Lindquist is the associate dean for external affairs, 
whose research focuses on judicial behavior in state and federal appeals courts. We asked her 
about the recent developments in the litigation between Planned Parenthood affiliates in Texas 
and the state of Texas playing out in a federal appeals court. 
Daily Texan Editorial Board: On Sept. 4, Planned Parenthood asked the entire Fifth 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to reconsider a ruling by a three-judge panel that allows 
Texas to withhold state women’s health care funding from its clinics. Does this news sur-
prise you and what was the significance and the reasoning behind the three-judge panel’s 
ruling?
Stefanie Lidquist: En banc review [when a case is heard by all the judges] is always a very 
rare event (in the Fifth Circuit, generally less than 10 cases are heard en banc per year), and 
typically only in cases of “exceptional importance.”  It is not surprising that Planned Parent-
hood would seek review by the court en banc in this high profile case.  The Fifth Circuit 
ruled that the district court’s preliminary injunction — suspending the enforcement of a 
state regulation forbidding the funding to PP clinics — would be vacated.  Without the in-
junction, the State of Texas could enforce this state regulation that prohibits state funding to 
entities that “perform or promote elective abortions or affiliate with entities that perform or 
promote elective abortions.”  The panel’s decision upheld the state’s right to spend state tax 
dollars only on health clinics that do not share an “identifying mark” with an abortion pro-
vider or that otherwise “promote” abortion.  Thus, even though the plaintiffs in the case did 
not offer abortion services, the court held that to the extent they “promoted” elective abor-
tions or were affiliated with other Planned Parenthood clinics that do so, they fell within the 
ambit of the regulation.  Moreover, the panel held that the plaintiffs had not demonstrated 
a substantial likelihood of success on the merits of their claim that the regulations violated 
their rights to free speech and association.
DT: What are the odds that Planned Parenthood will be granted a hearing before the 
full court? 
SL: For most cases, the odds are extremely low.  This case may qualify, however, as one of 
“exceptional importance” that might warrant en banc review.  A majority of the active judges 
on the Fifth Circuit must vote in favor of a rehearing en banc.
DT: If it is allowed to make its case before the entire Fifth Circuit, what do you expect 
Planned Parenthood to argue? 
SL: Planned Parenthood will argue that the three-judge panel applied improperly the prior 
constitutional rulings in this area (particularly a decision called Rust v. Sullivan from the 
Supreme Court) and violated the clinics’ rights to free speech (by informing their clients 
of the option to obtain an abortion) as well as their rights to freely associate with Planned 
Parenthood’s other abortion-providing clinics.
DT: Are there alternative paths, apart from litigation, to a resolution between the state 
and Planned Parenthood? If yes, what are they and what are the advantages and disadvan-
tages of those for poor women seeking health care?  
SL: It may be possible for the clinics to disassociate from Planned Parenthood in some way 
(to avoid the “identifying mark”) but to comply with the ruling, they might also have to forgo 
informing women about their right to an elective abortion.  The panel held that the plaintiff 
clinics had implicitly conceded that they promote abortion within the meaning of the regula-
tion.  But the decision is not lengthy or detailed — so it is hard to tell exactly what options 
might be available short of litigation.  Moreover, it is important to remember that the panel 
was not addressing the merits of the dispute, but only the preliminary question whether 
the law could be enjoined while the case proceeded to trial in the district court.  To obtain 
a preliminary injunction, plaintiffs must demonstrate a substantial likelihood of success on 
their claim.  The panel clearly determined that Planned Parenthood had not met that burden 
to obtain the injunction — although the panel’s decision does support the constitutionality 
of Texas’s regulation.  Nevertheless, the case must still go to trial in order to determine any 
factual disputes about the clinics and their affiliations.
DT: Why would Texas lawmakers want to defund clinics that don’t provide abortions?  
SL: Because the Texas legislature does not want to spend state dollars on any institution 
that provides abortions or is affiliated with abortion providers based on the concern that, in 
doing so, it might appear that the Texas legislature supports elective abortions. 
DT: The panel’s ruling states that the name Planned Parenthood “equates” with abor-
tion, and Texas isn’t obligated to fund a clinic it associates with abortion. But Planned 
Parenthood’s abortion clinics were already receiving no taxpayer funding. Why did the 
panel overlook that?   
SL: The panel did not necessarily overlook that fact.  Their ruling simply did not turn on 
the source of funding for the abortion clinics.  The regulations prohibit funding to clinics 
that affiliate with abortion providers, regardless of the manner in which the abortion-pro-
viding affiliate is funded.
DT: What are the likely effects of a protracted litigation on low-income women in Texas? 
SL: Unless the injunction is reentered by the circuit court en banc, funding cannot be 
restored to the clinics unless and until Planned Parenthood prevails in the trial court — and 
perhaps even until all appeals are final.  
DT: Are other states likely to follow in Texas’ footsteps? Which ones?  
SL: One of the key elements to the Texas situation is that the state has chosen to forgo 
federal funding for its Women’s Health Program.  Governor Perry did so to avoid a federal 
regulation that specifically allows federal dollars to be spent in support of non-abortion-
providing clinics that affiliate with abortion providers.  Texas would be constrained by those 
federal regulations in the Women’s Health Program if it accepted federal financial support. 
In short, Texas can do what it is doing, while continuing a women’s health program, only 
because it is willing to leave federal money on the table.  Thus other states could follow in 
Texas’s footsteps if they were similarly willing to spend state rather than federal money on 
these health programs.  .
DT: What should we be looking for in the coming months with regard to the Texas leg-
islature and Planned Parenthood?  
SL: Continuing conflict.
In his speech last week at the Republican 
National Convention, the party’s nominee 
Mitt Romney offered nothing to college 
students reeling from the soaring cost of 
higher education.
According to the College Board, the cost 
of four-year colleges has increased by an av-
erage of $8,244 over the past ten years — a 
72 percent rise above inflation. Outstand-
ing student loan debt has hit $914 billion, or 
about 45,000 times the number of students 
currently enrolled in American universities. 
We at UT are painfully aware of the sky-
rocketing costs. “UT gave me a $20,000 
per-year scholarship, but I found out pretty 
quickly that doesn’t cover everything,” the-
atre and education senior Jorge Galan said. 
“Even with that scholarship I’ll be graduat-
ing with over $60,000 in debt. That’ll take at 
least 20 years for me to pay off.” But Galan, a 
Texas resident, ranks among  the lucky ones. 
In 2010, the cost of attendance for out-of-
state students at UT reached  $45,960, or 
93 percent of the U.S. median household 
income.
 And this doesn’t just affect us. The price 
of a college education has an enormously 
outsized impact on the economy. The eco-
nomic explosion of the 1950s saw one of 
the sharpest rises in GDP per capita in 
our country’s history — and it had a lot 
to do with Americans getting affordable 
college degrees through the GI Bill. They 
flooded the economy with both skilled 
workers and consumers ready and eager to 
spend their paychecks. Notably, those pay-
checks weren’t being exhausted paying off 
student loans.
 If Romney seeks to revitalize the econ-
omy, he should alleviate the crushing debt 
burying college students. When we gradu-
ate, we’re entering the economy owing thou-
sands of dollars and with few job prospects. 
It doesn’t take a PhD in economics to de-
duce that there isn’t going to be very much 
revitalizing spending coming from an enor-
mous swath of the population that’s eating 
ramen noodles six out of seven nights.
 It seems like a no-brainer, but on this 
issue Romney has failed to deliver. When 
asked what he would do about college costs 
in March, Romney told students to “shop 
around.” This is sound, albeit somewhat 
obvious, financial advice. Unfortunately, he 
doesn’t seem to realize that we’re shopping 
in a district where every store is far out of 
most Americans’ price range.
But hey, perhaps Romney can be forgiven 
for not fully understanding the problem. 
After all, when he went to Brigham Young 
University in 1969, tuition for Mormon stu-
dents was $215 a semester.  Just one semes-
ter’s worth of non-resident tuition at UT in 
2012 would have allowed young Mitt to at-
tend BYU for about eighty years.
In May, Romney released a paper titled 
“A Chance for Every Child,” which blames 
federal spending for the exorbitant cost of 
college, claiming that “a flood of federal 
dollars is driving up costs and burdening 
too many young Americans with too much 
debt and too few opportunities.” The pa-
per crows that “a Romney Administration 
will tackle this challenge by making clear 
that the federal government will no longer 
write a blank check to universities to reward 
their tuition increases.” Instead, Romney 
plans to put the nation’s trust in the private 
sector to “provide information, financing 
and education itself.”
  
Contrary to Romney’s assertions, tuition 
hikes at public universities have happened 
largely as a result of huge funding cuts by 
state governments. In 1985, state appropria-
tions for UT Austin accounted for 47 per-
cent of the university’s budget. Tuition and 
fees accounted for no more than five per-
cent. Now, tuition and fees provide a quar-
ter of UT’s budget while state funding has 
dwindled to a mere 13 percent. Amazingly, 
that actually puts UT ahead of many other 
state colleges. Last year, the state of Michi-
gan contributed a paltry 4.5 percent of its 
flagship university’s budget.
  Furthermore, Romney’s trust in the pri-
vate sector is horribly misplaced. We saw 
how much private lenders care about their 
borrowers’ best interests in 2008 when Citi-
group, Lehman Brothers and their fellows 
drove the economy into the ditch by issuing 
countless toxic mortgage loans and gam-
bling on securities with our money. We see 
it every time we pass a payday lending office 
in a poor part of town. Those guys aren’t the 
answer. Neither are the for-profit, University 
of Phoenix-style institutions that happen to 
be contributing enormous sums of money 
to Romney’s campaign. 
   All this provides  opportunity for Presi-
dent Obama to draw  contrast between 
himself and his opponent, but his own re-
sponse has been sadly underwhelming. So 
far, Obama has kept interest rates for sub-
sidized Stafford loans from doubling to 6.8 
percent, but even Romney was on board 
with that. In his second term, he plans to 
make permanent his American Opportu-
nity tax credit, which grants college stu-
dents up to $2,500 a year but would take 
$13 billion next year alone to renew. He also 
promises to expand the maximum Pell grant 
from $5,550 to $5,635, but that was already 
scheduled under current laws.
These are admirable efforts, to be sure, 
but they bring to mind trying to halt a wild-
fire with a couple dozen water balloons. In 
1980, according to Education Week, the 
maximum Pell grant covered 77 percent of 
the average cost of attendance at a 4-year 
public institution. Today, it covers 36 per-
cent. Even if Obama passes the increase he 
promises, that 36 percent won’t go up by 
even a single percentage point. Something 
far more substantial is necessary. 
      When President Obama takes his turn 
in the national spotlight at the convention-
tonight, I’d like for him to know the eyes 
of America’s college students will be upon 
him.
Stroud is an international relations and 
global studies major from San Antonio. 
By peter Stroud
Daily Texan Columnist 
When President Obama 
takes his turn in the 
national spotlight tonight, 
I’d like him to know the 
eyes of America’s  




As part of its effort to in-
crease student voter turnout in 
November, Hook the Vote will 
deputize volunteers with the 
ability to register voters for the 
first time this semester Thurs-
day 6:00 p.m. at the Student Ac-
tivity Center in room 2.302.
Hook the Vote, which started 
in 2008, is a bi-partisan Student 
Government agency that works 
to inform and register students 
before elections. This year, Billy 
Calve, the agency’s director, said 
Hook the Vote is working to im-
prove its previous efforts.
Along with its event Thurs-
day, Calve said Hook the Vote 
will have a presence in the 
West Mall every week leading 
up to the registration deadline 
to remind students to register. 
People at these booths will 
have voter registration cards, 
be able to register voters and 
explain the process of register-
ing to vote.
Calve said the main event is 
Oct. 9, which is Hook the Vote’s 
registration rally and concert at 
Gregory Gym Plaza.
“At the event, we are going to 
have guest speakers, free food, 
t-shirts, prizes and it is going 
to be a really cool party,” Calve 
said. “The reason it is on Oct. 9 
is because that is the deadline. 
That is the very last day to reg-
ister to vote, so we will actually 
be out there registering people 
to vote till midnight.”
In order to host these events, 
Calve said Hook the Vote is 
sponsored by six student organi-
zations and has partnered with 
31 other student organizations. 
Two of those organizations 
are University Democrats and 
College Republicans, who will 
have a debate about the election 
hosted by Hook the Vote later 
this semester.
“Part of Hook the Vote’s mis-
sion is to educate voters,” Calve 
said. “We want students to reg-
ister to vote, but we also want 
them to know what is being 
voted on.”
College Republicans 
spokesperson Danny Zeng 
said the debate has been a 
good starting place for stu-
dents trying to figure out the 
issues in the election.
“It is a conversation starter. It 
is important for us to put forth 
what we believe, and it is im-
portant for the Democrats, the 
Libertarians and for everyone 
to put forth what they believe,” 
Zeng said. “Hopefully putting 
the opinions in front of an au-
dience will stimulate a deeper 
look into the issues.”
Zeng said an average of 
100 students attend the Hook 
the Vote debate, and a video 
of the debate is recorded and 
posted online.
Leslie Tisdale, University 
Democrats president, said an 
exact date has not been sched-
uled yet but will be soon.
Calve said when early voting 
starts, the FAC will be used for 
voting on campus. During those 
times, Calve said Hook the Vote 
will have a presence across cam-
pus encouraging and reminding 
students to vote.
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Thousands of UT students 
crowded outside Gregory 
Gym Wednesday for Party 
on the Plaza, UT’s largest 
student organization fair of 
the year.
RecSports hosted what has 
grown to become UT’s larg-
est organization fair since 
it started 20 years ago, with 
more than 200 organizations 
and 20,000 students attending, 
according to the Party on the 
Plaza Student Committee.
Jose Nino, president of Lib-
ertarian Longhorns, said Party 
on the Plaza gives lesser-known 
organizations an opportunity 
to expose their causes and re-
cruit new members.
“It gives all sorts of groups 
that may not be well repre-
sented on the UT campus an 
opportunity to table and reach 
out to other members that 
didn’t realize they existed,” 
Nino said. “It gives each group 
equal representation and equal 
ability to be seen.”
Randall Ford, associate di-
rector of the Division of Recre-
ational Sports, said the Student 
Emergency Fund receives the 
majority of its funding from 
Party on the Plaza. The Office 
of the Dean of Students uses 
the fund to assist UT students 
involved in extreme financial 
distress or other emergencies, 
such as an apartment fire.
“Party on the Plaza is one 
of the main fundraisers for 
that fund,” Ford said. “That 
fund is very important to 
students who are in need, 
whether it be for a trip home 
if they have had a family ill-
ness or something like a fire 
in West Campus where stu-
dents need assistance with 
their apartment, or even if 
they have run into hard times 
and they just need help with 
an electricity bill or rent.”
According to the Student 
Emergency Fund web site, en-
rolled students may apply for a 
financial award of up to $250. 
Party on the Plaza raises 
money through donations 
from participating student or-
ganizations and proceeds from 
a mechanical bull ride and a 
basketball shot tournament. 
Each year, the event collects 
$4,000 to $5,000 and has raised 
more than $51,000 since 1999, 
Ford said. 
Jesse Hernandez, chair of 
the Party on the Plaza Stu-
dent Committee, said the 
event helps foster altruism 
among students.
“I think at every level, it is 
about students helping stu-
dents,” Hernandez said. “Stu-
dent organizations pledge a 
certain amount to be a part of 
the fair — it’s a donation-based 
pledge — and that money goes 
to the Student Emergency 
Fund. Also, the people in-
volved are students. This year 
we had a 12-member student 
committee with the help of 
RecSports, but all of this hap-
pened because of students.”
Nino said it is important for 
students to be informed of Par-
ty on the Plaza’s donations to 
the Student Emergency Fund.
“I think it is important that 
people know about this so 
that people know where their 
money is going, and so they 
feel like they have a genuine 










Hooking UT students on voting
pu Ying Huang | Daily Texan Staff 
Mechanical bull riding was one among many activities offered at Party on the Plaza Wednesday afternoon. The campus fair gives lesser known organizations opportu-
nities to recruit members and self-promote. 
Main Screen
The recent activity section operates like the 
Facebook news stream. The navigation bar 
shows the user’s current classes, assign-
ments, grades and a calendar. A “To Do” 
panel displays upcoming assignments, due 
dates and professor-student feedback.
Notifications
Like Facebook and Twitter, Canvas gives 
users an option to receive notifications 
for activities such as due dates, grade 
updates and professor announcements.
‘What If?’ Grade
This feature can help generate an updated 
grade based on each new score.
Calendar
Formatted and compatible with Google 
Calendar, this calendar shows assign-
ments and due date notifications.
ePortfolio
Users can post classwork on their
ePortfolio. Anyone with the address for 
the ePortfolio can view it. 
top 5 features of canvas
cloud computing, so UT 
will depend on Canvas to 
fix server problems.
Guerra said if all UT 
decides to switch over to 
Canvas, the University 
wants faculty to start fresh 
instead of just transferring 
course materials, although 
Canvas offers a course 
transfer tool.
“We don’t want them to 
just plop their Blackboard 
course into Canvas,” Guerra 
said. “We would like them to 
be more organized and think 
about what they want to do 
with a learning management 
system. It is no longer just a 
course repository.”
Canvas spokesperson 
Devin Knighton said if UT 
decides to switch over to 
Canvas, it will be the com-
pany’s biggest client. Can-
vas currently has more than 
200 clients. Knighton said 
about nine of 10 institu-
tions that pilot Canvas end 
up switching over, and a 
significant portion of them 
switch from Blackboard.
“They want something 
that is modern, up-to-date 
and easier to use,” Knigh-
ton said.
Knighton said the com-
pany is confident it can 
support UT for various 
reasons, such as its use of 
cloud computing, meaning 
Canvas operates and sup-
ports its customers from 
remote locations. Also, in-
stead of upgrading to a new 
version of Canvas every 
year, the company auto-
matically updates the soft-
ware every two weeks.
Kimberly Gonzales, cur-
riculum and instruction 
graduate student, is us-
ing both Blackboard and 
Canvas this semester in 
her classes. Gonzalez said 
Canvas’s overall look is 
refreshing, but navigating 
the website and taking ad-
vantage of its features has 
been a challenge.
Gonzalez also said she 
had problems with the Can-
vas iPad application because 
it did not load videos her 
instructor posted for class. 
With Blackboard, she said 
she has had trouble finding 
her assigned content mate-
rials and finds the platform 
cluttered. Despite her trou-
bles with both tools, Gonza-
lez said she prefers Canvas.
She said if professors 
catch on to Canvas, students 
will follow.
“If professors are properly 
trained and know how to lay 
out a course in a way that it 
makes sense, students will 
not have difficulty moving 
from one system to another,” 
Gonzalez said.
CANVAS continues from page 2
Party on the Plaza raises awareness of groups
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 Like their o ensive and 
defensive counterparts, the 
Longhorns’ special teams had 
moments of brilliance in their 
season opener while leaving 
much to be desired.
In his  rst start as defensive 
tackle, Chris Whaley blocked 
an extra point. In his  rst game 
with Texas, Alex King booted 
all three of his punts more than 
45 yards, one of which inside 
the Cowboys’  ve-yard line.
Head coach Mack Brown 
called his team’s kicko  cover-
age “the best we’ve had” but 
also pointed out the glaring 
need for improvement from his 
kicker. With Justin Tucker kick-
ing for the Ravens and Penn 
State transfer Anthony Fera out 
with a groin injury, true fresh-
man Nick Jordan took over the 
place-kicking duties.
But the Coppell prod-
uct missed two of his three 
 eld goal attempts, hitting 
a 31-yarder but missing a 
46-yarder wide le  in the sec-
ond quarter and coming up 
short on a 44-yard try in the 
fourth, when he also had an 
extra point blocked a er Texas’ 
 nal score of the night.
In one game, Jordan missed 
as many  eld goal attempts 
from 40 and 49 yards as Tucker 
did each of the last two years 
when he went 9-for-11 from 
that range. Hunter Lawrence 
hit 10 of 11 such kicks in 2009, 
including a 46-yarder as time 
 People o en ask Kat Brooks 
if she can “hang ten.”
 e freshman libero, who 
hails from Honolulu, Ha-
waii, is quick to dismiss the 
surfer stereotype.
“I get asked if I surf all the 
time, and I’m kind of bad at 
it,” Brooks admits. “I’ve got-
ten really weird questions 
like, ‘Do you live in a grass 
hut? Is there electricity?’”
Brooks praised her na-
tive state as a “great place to 
grow up” but said she’s al-
ways had Texas in the back 
of her mind. 
Sarah Palmer, a junior 
libero for the Longhorns, a 
fellow Hawaiian and a former 
club teammate of Brooks, 
chose Texas several years ear-
lier. Former Longhorn libero 
Sydney Yogi also hailed from 
Honolulu, Hawaii, from the 
same high school as Brooks. 
“ e Hawaii connection 
was a big thing,” Brooks said. 
“Knowing Sarah loved it here 
really made me willing to try 
it out. I felt really comfortable 
coming here.”
Brooks made her collegiate 
debut in a 3-0 sweep of LSU, 
notching 13 digs, the most of 
any player in the match.
“My  rst game was amaz-
ing,” Brooks said. “It was the 
best experience running out 
onto the court and seeing the 
stadium packed full of fans. It 
was a dream come true.”
Associate head coach Sali-
ma Rockwell said Brooks has 
taken the initiative from the 
very beginning.
“Even from the  rst day of 
preseason, she’s shown us that 
she can be on the court and 
make some contributions,” 
Rockwell said. “It’s been a 
breath of fresh air to have 
someone that young say, ‘I 
can do this, I can compete.’”
Head coach Jerritt Elliott 
said Brooks has quickly es-
tablished herself as an impor-
tant member of the team.
“You wouldn’t notice 
that she’s a freshman,” he 
said. “She just comes in 
here and she plays. She’s 
adjusting great.”
Two years earlier, Palmer 
made the decision to leave 
her home in Kailua, Hawaii 
to join the Longhorns.
Despite having to ad-
just to the heat and the 
sheer size of UT, Palmer 
said she wanted something 
di erent from home.
“I came from a small pri-
vate school, so switching to a 
bigger campus was an adjust-
ment,” Palmer said. “I wanted 
to go farther from home, 
because I didn’t want to be 
dependent on my parents. I 
wanted to have a more inde-
pendent lifestyle.”
Palmer was starting libero 
for 21 matches last season and 
22 matches as a freshman. 
 ough she le  the sand and 
surf of home behind, Palmer 
said the experience at Texas 
has helped her grow both on 
and o  the court.
“We’ve always had ups 
and downs but overall, it’s 
been a really great experi-
ence,” she said. “I’m learning 
a lot of stu  on the court and 
in school, learning how to 
manage my time with such 
a busy schedule.”
A national champion-
ship title, Palmer said, is a 
consistent year-to-year goal 
for the team.
“We’re always looking for 
a national championship — 












DIV: C            
SIZE: 6.61” X 11”
 
DATE: 9-6-12                     




Bright, rested eyes? Now’s your chance.
It’s Clinique Bonus.
Get All About Eyes Serum De-Puffi  ng Eye Massage plus more 
ways to look fresh and fabulous on the go. Free* with your 
Clinique purchase of $23.50 or more. A $65.00 Value.
Clinique’s cooling eye de-puff er is ready to roll in your Bonus. All About Eyes Serum De-Puffi  ng Eye Massage 
glides on to freshen up tired-looking eyes. For a fresh new look, double your colour options with 
natural-looking blush and a lip gloss duo, both in your choice of palette—Pinks or Nudes. You also get 
Dramatically Diff erent Moisturizing Lotion and a gentle eye makeup remover, all in a bloom-of-colour 
cosmetics bag. Ready for you now at the Clinique Counter.
*Quantities are limited. One Bonus to a client, please, per event. While supplies last.
Your choice 
of palette.
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TEXASSTUDENTTV.COM
Interested? Here’s what you do:
A resume is required with each application.  You can pick up and turn in 
applications at the business office on the 3rd floor of the HSM.  Applica-
tions are due on September 11th, and the business office closes at 5 
pm.  Contact manager@texasstudenttv.com if you have any questions.
Christian Corona, Sports Editor 
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“Any team wanna 
rumble, we tell em 






Check out Texas Soccer as 
it prepares for a trip west 
to face BYU and Utah.
Hawaii a breeding ground for Texas liberos
VOLLEYBALL
By Rachel Thompson
Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan Staff
Senior starting Libero Sarah Palmer makes dig against UTSA in 2011. Palmer comes to Texas from Hawaii and is joined by former 








Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan Staff
Jordan went 1-for-3 and had an extra point blocked in his debut.
HAWAII continues on page 7
KICKING continues on page 7
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 Option-based o enses in col-
lege football are nearly extinct. 
A majority of playbooks focus 
on airing the ball out, turn-
ing football games into track 
meets.  at’s not the case for 
New Mexico under the tute-
lage of Bob Davie, the former 
Notre Dame head coach. In his 
 rst year in Albuquerque, Da-
vie has transformed the Lobos 
into an option team.
In recent years, it has been 
rare for Texas to come upon 
an opponent that the defense 
couldn’t contain. Let’s take a 
look back at the stats, and see 
how the Texas defense has fared 
against option-based football.
Last September, the Long-
horns took on UCLA, who ran 
a pistol-based option o ense. 
Texas le  Los Angeles with a 
49-20 victory and momen-
tum heading into conference 
play a er holding the Bruins to 
141 yards on the ground on 34 
rushes. UCLA only managed 
to gain 12  rst downs. Senior 
safety Kenny Vaccaro racked up 
13 tackles with an interception. 
 e next leading tackler of the 
game was junior safety Adrian 
Phillips, with 8 takedowns and 
a pick returned for 24 yards. 
One of the biggest bonuses of a 
running o ense is an advantage 
in the possession battle.  e 
Longhorns managed to win that 
match as well, 32:47-27:13.
All in all, 2011 was a much 
better result than when the Bru-
ins visited Austin in 2010 and 
shocked the Longhorns, hand-
ing then-ranked No. 7 Texas a 
34-12 defeat. UCLA only put up 
264 yards on 56 carries against 
the Longhorns but had more 
possession of the ball by 11 min-
utes. Senior defensive end Alex 
Okafor reminisced about the 
UCLA game Monday.
“Back in 2010, they gashed us 
because we were undisciplined,” 
Okafor said. “Last year, we were 
ready for UCLA because we 
   knew our assignments and we 
prepared for them.”
Since so few teams are 
classi ed as solely option-
based, like New Mexico, we’ll 
consider Kansas State an op-
tion team.  e Wildcats did, 
a er all, put up 2,411 yards on 
the ground in 2011, mostly 
earned by quarterback Collin 
Klein.  Texas held the Wild-
cats to 38 yards on 39 carries in 
their November matchup, with 
defensive end Jackson Je coat 
notching eight tackles. It’s no 
doubt the defense did its part 
holding Klein to a mere four 
yards on 26 carries in the 17-
13 Longhorn loss; however, the 
o ense couldn’t capitalize on 
their opportunities.
 e Lobos rushed for 347 
yards and 5 touchdowns last 
Saturday versus Southern Uni-
versity, as four di erent play-
ers — including quarterback 
Cole Gautsche — ran for over 
65 yards. New Mexico ran it 51 
times, with just 10 passes.  e 
Longhorns will rely on all 11 
defenders on the  eld to com-
bat the Lobos’ rushing attack. 
New Mexico has just six wins 
since 2009, and hasn’t been a 
legitimate upset-alert team in 
years. However, like Okafor 
said, if the Longhorns’ defense 
doesn’t play disciplined, assign-
ment football, opposing teams 
can take advantage of it. 
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Experienced highly rated tutor 
for graduate and undergraduate 
students in finance and statistics 










Make a Few Bucks
 
Find a Tutor and More...
 
Online Auction Marketplace for 





No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113 
Fun Job, great 
PaY!
Mad Science needs animated 
instructors to conduct entertain-
ing hands-on, after-school pro-
grams and/or children’s birthday 
parties. Must have dependable 
car and prior experience work-
ing with groups of elementary 
age children. We provide the 
training and equipment. If you 
enjoy working with children and 
are looking to work only a few 
hours per week, this is the job 
for you! Pay: $25 - $35 per 1 hr. 




at independent pharmacy in 
West Austin. Shift includes eve-
nings and weekends. References 
required. Call Mark or Elizabeth. 
512-478-6419
cLaSSroom aide Weekdays 
up to 30 hrs/week. $15-$20/hour 
depending on experience.
Provide one to one support for 
gifted kindergartener at local 
private school. Collaborate with 
professionals and parents to 
provide emotional and behav-




wanted Boys 5.5 and 3.5 seek 
nanny/manny for school pickup, 
homework, activities. M-Th,1-6-




Pick up 3 kids from schools in 
Round Rock. Must have car to 
get to activities. Clean driving 
record Can’t be afraid of dogs. 
Please email resume. daun.wil-
cox@gmail.com
800 General Help Wanted
StudentPaY-
outS.com
Paid Survey Takers Needed In 




Get your education, training and 
experience now! Hiring ener-
getic teachers at all locations. 
One year+ experience preferred. 
Flexible schedules, great perks! 
Apply online.
rentaL manager/care-
taker Free living quarters and 
commissions paid for on-site 
Rental Manager/Caretaker of the 
historic American Legion man-
sion in downtown Austin. Flex-
ible schedule required. Contact 





Help couples in your area or na-
tionally. We work with the best 
doctors in Texas! Go to giving-
hopellc.com for an application. 
469-287-8164
840 Sales
mobiLe aPP SaLeS campus 
rep; sell clubs, teams, organiza-
tions; commissions plus bonus; 




The Medical Service Bureau 
provides call center services to 
the medical community in the 
Central Texas region. We are 
actively looking for customer 
service agents to join our elite 
team of Call Handlers who an-
swer inbound calls from physi-
cians, nurses, patients, & take 
short messages. Ideal candi-
dates will be professional, posi-
tive, & detail-oriented. WORK 
FROM HOME. Earn at least 
$11.50/hour. Receive a well-
rounded benefits package. Ap-
















Full & part time. FLEXIBLE shifts. 
Must be 18 years old,
 
pass background & drug screen. 






for wireless service! Get un-
limited voice, text and data for 
$59.99 monthly. No contracts. 
No credit check. No deposit. 
Earn FREE service by referring 
others. WirelessDealOfTheYear.
com
800 General Help Wanted




18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
WWW.UBSKI.COM 
600 West 28th St, Suite #102
1-800-SKI-WILD  •  1-800-754-9453
breckenridge
COLLEGE SKI & BOARD WEEK
20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.
Breckenridge  •  Vail  •  Keystone 
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disappointment,” Palmer 
said. “ is team is work-
ing really hard to get to 
our goal of that in the gym 
and in school, trying to be 
at our best.”
Palmer is also taking 
on the informal role of 
a mentor for her young 
teammate Brooks, though 
she said Brooks is perfect-
ly capable on her own.
“It’s really fun to play 
with Kat,” Palmer said. 
“Back home I was an 
outside hitter so we had 
di erent roles and now 
we’re in the same role. It’s 
just nice having a friendly 
face around and having 
that chemistry. Here and 
there she’ll ask me ques-
tions, but she has a high 
volleyball IQ, so she kind 
of learns on her own.”
Brooks said she enjoys 
playing with a familiar 
teammate and having 
Palmer there to rely on 
while miles and miles 
from their original volley-
ball club in Hawaii.
“We played club togeth-
er for three years, so we’re 
really comfortable with 
each other on the court,” 
Brooks said. “She has 
helped me a lot with my 
positioning on the court 
and learning the di erent 
defensive systems, so it’s 
really awesome playing 
with her.”
 e Texas appeal, Elliot 
said, extends beyond vol-
leyball, but the familiar-
ity of having a teammate 
from the same area has 
helped the girls adjust.
“ ey come from a re-
ally solid background of 
volleyball, so it’s kind of 
been a pipeline,” Elliot 
said. “ ey just love it here 
— I think it’s such a nice 
change of pace for them. 
We see them smiling and 
enjoying themselves.”
 ey’re sure to make 
plenty of waves of 
their own on the court 
this season.
HAWAII continues from page 6
expired against Nebraska in 
the Big 12 title game that sent 
the Longhorns to Pasadena.
“I thought the  rst one was 
a really good kick,” Brown 
said. “It just went le .  en 
he makes a great kick but then 
on the last one, I thought it 
was a low snap. He grabbed 
it and tried to get it back, but 
he jerked it.”
It won’t matter against 
Wyoming, but the sooner the 
Longhorns can get a more 
reliable kicker on the  eld — 
such as Fera, who will also 
miss Saturday’s game against 
New Mexico — the better. 
For now, walk-on freshman 
Nick Rose, who handled the 
kicko  duties last week, will 
compete with Jordan for the 
place-kicking responsibilities.
“Since Anthony got hurt, 
they’ve been competing for it,” 
Brown said. “I’m really pleased 
with Nick Rose. I think he can 
be a weapon for us. We just need 
to  gure out how to use him.”
Rose’s performance was also 
a bright spot on special teams 
for Texas. He sent three of 
seven kicko s for touchbacks 
while Wyoming was stopped 
inside the 20-yard line on each 
of the other four.
King’s punting (boots of 46, 
58 and 56 yards) and Whaley 
blocking the extra point fol-
lowing an 82-yard touchdown 
pass by Brett Smith were also 
impressive special teams mo-
ments. Texas went on to score 
24 unanswered points a er 
Whaley’s big play.
“Obviously, the 11 guys that 
were on the  eld at that point 
were all just heartbroken,” de-
fensive coordinator Manny 
Diaz said. “But to come back 
and block the ensuing point 
attempt, you could see a bunch 
of guys not feeling sorry for 
themselves and not really fo-
cusing on that play. But for us 
to block that PAT I think re-
ally speaks to the spirit that this 
team has.”
 anks to guys like Whaley, 
King and Rose, all that stands 
between Texas and an elite spe-
cial teams unit is a healthy Fera. 
Until then, the Longhorns will 
be sending an inexperienced 
and likely unreliable kicker 
onto the  eld.
Option offense gives Horns a change of pace
Zachary Strain | Daily Texan Staff
Defensive end Alex Okafor is familiar with the option. 
By Hank South
Daily Texan Stat Guy
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 Emotional recovery halted by 
alcohol consumption: 
Got a really tough semester 
ahead of you? Lay o  the drink-
ing or you may still have night-
mares about it years from now. 
A recent experiment sought to 
investigate the e ect of alcohol 
on the recovery time of mice 
when exposed to trauma.  e 
researchers took two groups of 
mice — one exposed to alco-
hol and one not — and trained 
them all to associate a speci c 
tone with an electric shock. 
Once the association had been 
clearly established, the re-
searchers presented the mice 
with that same tone but re-
moved the accompanying pain. 
 ey discovered that the mice 
that hadn’t been given alcohol 
eventually stopped fearing the 
sound, but those who had been 
drinking continued to react to 
it long a er the scientists had 
stopped shocking them.
Mere fear of  ying can lead 
to death: 
Like a ripple through the 
pond, the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11 had lasting impacts on 
our nation’s politics as well as 
our psyche. A new paper pub-
lished in Psychological Science 
investigates one of these ripples 
in the form of road accidents 
that took place in the three 
months following the attacks. 
Presumably out of fear of  y-
ing, there was an increase in 
the amount of driving during 
these three months. However, 
the authors of the paper show 
that it wasn’t just fear, but con-
venience as well. Areas close 
to New York City, for instance, 
didn’t show a large increase in 
the amount of tra  c, despite 
the fact that New Yorkers felt 
more of an impact than those 
in other parts of the country. 
 e reason for this, as demon-
strated by the authors, is that 
there weren’t enough available 
roads to lead to a signi cant 
increase in driving. In other 
words, a major event can a ect 
other parts of our life, but only 
if the environment we live in 
supports such a change.
Better Vaccines: 
A group of researchers have 
uncovered information re-
garding the body’s immune 
response that could be used to 
manufacture fast-acting vac-
cines in the future. Our previ-
ous understanding was that, 
when faced with infection, the 
body has cells to identify the 
speci c infection and stimu-
late the production of perfectly 
matched cells to  ght it. How-
ever, the new research reveals 
that, prior to that process, the 
body issues a “ rst response,” 
which sends everything the 
body has at a given infection, 
e ectively shooting  rst and 
asking questions later. While 
the details 





mous for developing 
better and faster-acting 
vaccinations.
Magic Carpet Watches Your 
Step for You: 
University of Manchester 
scientists have demonstrated 
a new “magic carpet,” which 
maps the steps of its users. Made 
from plastic optical  bers, it can 
be placed under normal carpet-
ing, bend with each step a user 
takes and then send the signals 
to a computer.  e researchers 
suggest that could be installed 
in the  oors of retirement com-
munity homes and hooked 
into a localized system, where 
it would be used to alert medi-
cal authorities if somebody 
has taken a fall and needs im-
mediate assistance. Currently, 
such falls account for 50 per-
cent of admissions to hospi-
tals for those over 65.
Math and Memory: 
 e posterior medial cor-
tex, or PMC, is an area located 
toward the back of the brain 
known to be important for in-
trospection. Unfortunately, due 
to its location and the nature of 
its impulses, the region has been 
di  cult to monitor using con-
ventional methods. Fortunate-
ly, researchers recently had an 
opportunity to investigate the 
 
PMC with better detail by re-
cruiting epileptic volunteers 
who were being evaluated for 
brain surgery. Part of the evalu-
ation involves a somewhat in-
vasive procedure where doctors 
implant electrodes within the 
patient’s skull to monitor brain 
activity.  e researchers took 
advantage of these electrodes to 
speci cally monitor the PMC. 
 rough this monitoring, they 
discovered the PMC was heav-
ily active when patients were 
asked to recall events from 
their past, but repressed when 
patients were asked to perform 
mathematical calculations.  e 
 
experiment strongly suggests 
the brain cannot both remem-
ber something and do math-
ematical thinking at the same 
time, because the con icting ac-
tivations and suppressions can’t 
occur simultaneously.
  ere are not many mu-
sicians who have stayed as 
culturally relevant for as long 
as Elvis,  e Beatles or per-
haps Bob Dylan.  ese mu-
sicians are known for signi -
cantly in uencing the voice 
of American youth culture 
in their time. But before all 
these men made their way to 
the stage, Woody Guthrie was 
there, singing simple tunes 
with challenging messages. 
So why does it seem like 
young people today think 
of Guthrie, who would have 
turned 100 this year, as noth-
ing more than an old folk sing-
er and not as one of the most 
important musicians who crit-
icized the elite and empowered 
the working class? 
“Woody Guthrie’s in uence 
on American popular music 
and culture cannot be over-
stated,” Coleman Hutchison, 
associate professor of English, 
said. “He helped to make pro-
test music a vibrant part of 
American life.” Hutchison said 
the song “ is Land is Your 
Land” — written by Guthrie 
— remains an almost “alter-
native national anthem” to 
this day. Hutchison also men-
tioned that while students may 
ask “Woody who?,” his subtle 
presence in today’s culture is 
not to be missed.
Hutchison’s point is this: 
the in uence of Guthrie ex-
tends far beyond the songs he 
wrote that became popular, 
and Stephen Slawek, professor 
of ethnomusicology and divi-
sion head of Musicology and 
Ethnomusicology at the Butler 
School of Music, agreed with 
him, saying Guthrie’s music is 
“quintessential Americana.” 
“I should state that I hardly 
ever use the word quintes-
sential,” Slawek said. “ ere 
is something about the way 
Guthrie’s simplicity of musical 
style connects with his manner 
of back porch storytelling that 
produces a sense of everyday 
America. Of course, his aes-
thetic is rural and down-home, 
and he was concerned with the 
inequities faced by what we 
now call blue-collar workers.”
Hutchison described Guth-
rie as “such an ingrained part 
of American life — just like, 
say, George Gershwin or Hank 
Williams Sr. — that one needn’t 
know his work in order to ap-
preciate his in uence.” 
Slawek agreed that Guthrie 
might have sneaked onto young 
people’s musical radar through 
the songs of Bob Dylan.
“[Guthrie’s] in uence in 
music is seen both directly in 
the continuing interest in ur-
ban folk and old-timey music, 
and indirectly mediated by his 
number one fan, Bob Dylan,” 
Slawek said. “It was Dylan who 
brought a conscience to Ameri-
can popular music, but it was by 
channeling Woody Guthrie.”
Austin is home to many art-
ists creating music with the 
same simplicity and approach-
ability as Guthrie’s. Singer-
songwriter Shakey Graves said 
he found an honesty he didn’t 
know he was looking for with-
in Guthrie’s music.
“As the sub-woofers thump 
and the guitars wail, I believe 
that humans, young and old, 
will feel drawn towards his ar-
chetype,” Graves said. “[ ey 
will be drawn] towards the 
man with the guitar. His body 
of work reminds me that there 
was a time not so long ago when 
musicians were the jukebox, the 
news anchor, the political pun-
dit, the hero and the villain.” 
Now could be just the time, 
politically, for Guthrie to make 
a comeback among young 
people. Many have been draw-
ing the parallels between Great 
Depression America and 
America today.
“ e issues he sang about are 
still here, as millions of Ameri-
cans continue to struggle in 
their lives and the income of 
lower and middle-class Ameri-
cans has stagnated for the past 
decade,” Slawek said. “Not to 
mention the right-wing attacks 
on unions and the reduction 
of social services as a result of 
shrinking state budgets. Condi-
tions might indeed be ripe for 
the emergence of another trou-
badour willing to tell it like it is.”
 e hope of Slawek’s next 
Woody Guthrie is compelling. 
People today crave the authen-
ticity and simplicity that Guth-
rie represented in his music. It 
will be up to the individual to 
rediscover the old Guthrie or 
encourage the newer musi-
cians who note Guthrie as an 
in uence. Either way, his sim-
ple, sticky melodies will likely 






Guthrie’s impact remains intact
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 DETROIT (AP) — When 
DC Comics decided to blow up 
its fabled universe and create 
a brave, diverse future, Geo  
Johns drew from the past for a 
new character: his own back-
ground as an Arab-American.
 e company’s chief creative 
o  cer and writer of the re-
launched “Green Lantern” series 
dreamed up Simon Baz, DC’s 
most prominent Arab-Amer-
ican superhero and the  rst to 
wear a Green Lantern ring.  e 
character and creator share Leb-
anese ancestry and hail from the 
Detroit area, which boasts one of 
the largest and oldest Arab com-
munities in the United States.
 e Green Lantern mantle 
in DC Comics is no stranger 
to diversity with its ranks made 
up of men, women, aliens — 
animal, vegetable and mineral 
— from across the universe.
“I thought a lot about it — I 
thought back to what was fa-
miliar to me,” Johns, 39, told 
 e Associated Press by phone 
last week from Los Angeles, 
where he now lives. “ is is 
such a personal story.”
But don’t mistake him for a 
hero in the beginning: Baz dis-
appoints both devout Muslims 
— his forearm tattoo that reads 
“courage” in Arabic is consid-
ered “haram,” or religiously for-
bidden — and broader society 
by turning to a life of crime.
“He’s not a perfect character. 
He’s obviously made some mis-
takes in his life, but that makes 
him more compelling and relat-
able,” he said. “Hopefully (it’s) a 
compelling character regard-
less of culture or ethnic back-
ground. ... But I think it’s great 
to have an Arab-American su-
perhero.  is was opportunity 
and a chance to really go for it.”
Of course, Johns hopes 
Green Lantern fans accept Baz, 
who joins other humans who 
have been “chosen,” including 
Hal Jordan, John Stewart, Guy 
Gardner and Kyle Rayner.  e 
overall relaunch has been good 
for DC, which has seen a solid 
gain in sales and critical recep-
tion — as well as some expected 
grumbling — since coming out 
with the “New 52” last year. 
Johns also sees the debut of 
Baz as a chance to reconnect 
with people in his home state: 
He’s scheduled to visit Dear-
born this weekend for events re-
lated to the release that include 
a signing Friday at a comic 
book store and a free presenta-
tion Saturday on his career and 
characters at the Arab Ameri-
can National Museum. He 
worked with museum sta  to 
make sure he got certain details 
right about his character and 
the Arab-Muslim community.
“It doesn’t completely de ne 
the character but it shapes the 
character,” he said. “My biggest 
hope is that people embrace 




DC Comics reimagine the Green Lantern
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COME AND ENJOY A
GOOD ‘OL TIME
FREE FOOD AND DRINKS
ACROSS
 1 Vulnerable one
 9 “That’s your 
offer?!”
15 Start of a small 
sundae
16 Armpit
17 Racing legend 
who voices a 
character in 
“Cars”
18 Take turns 
skiing?
19 Bean and 
Combs
21 Memorable 2011 
hurricane
22 Makes like 
Chuck Berry
26 Dish often 
served with 
hoisin sauce





32 Get to work?
33 Like a plane, for 
short
37 Something you 









47 More than shout
49 Open-___





54 “Catch Me If You 
Can” airline
55 “That’ll do me”









68 Relatives of 
currants
DOWN
 1 “___ wise guy, 
eh?”
 2 What a keeper 
keeps
 3 Annual 
conference 
with the slogan 
“Ideas worth 
spreading”
 4 Original 
Dungeons & 
Dragons co.
 5 Go in circles, in 
a way?
 6 Classroom 
writing
 7 #1 Ray Charles 
R&B hit “I’ve 
___ Woman”
 8 Something short 
found in an alley




11 Anne Frank, e.g.
12 Actress Page of 
“Juno”
13 Together (with)
14 Kind of session
20 Word with house 
or song
22 A cinch




25 Piece of fiction
27 “… ___ saw 
Elba”
29 Question of self-
doubt





36 Toast, with “a”
39 Air force?









48 Glue with a 
bovine logo
50 Centerpiece of 
many a park
51 Not so well 
stocked
52 More than 
impressed
53 Raison ___
56 Animal in a 
Kipling story




61 Organ that’s 
sensitive to 
vibrations
62 Half of MCII
63 Soccer stadium 
cry
64 Cobb and 
Treadway
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2 5 7 8 3 1 4 6 9
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